TEMPLATE LETTER TO YOUR MP ON THE NEED FOR A NATIONAL OVERSIGHT MECHANISM

Dear [Add your MP’s name], 

I am writing to you to ask that you consider a new campaign to put an end to the repetition of deaths in similar circumstances in state care and custody. 
I am supporting the charity INQUEST in their call for the Government to establish a new independent public body which would be responsible for collating, analysing and following-up on recommendations arising from investigations, inquests, public inquiries and official reviews into state-related deaths. 
For forty years INQUEST has monitored inquests into deaths in police and prison custody, immigration detention, mental health settings and deaths involving multi-agency failings or where wider issues of state and corporate accountability are in question. 
Their work has highlighted how the possibility for prevention is undermined by the lack of a framework to monitor compliance with, and/or actions taken in response to, the findings and recommendations that emerge from post-death investigations such as inquests and public inquiries. 
The current lack of transparency and central responsibility on recommendations has serious implications for bereaved families. It undermines public trust in the UK’s investigatory framework and has a significant human and financial cost.
INQUEST is campaigning for a Mechanism which would have three core functions: 
Collation
The Mechanism should create and manage a new publicly available database which collates all recommendations made following post-death processes, highlighting the public agencies the recommendations are addressed to. 
Analysis
Building on the information collated in its database, the Mechanism should issue regular reports to analyse the emerging themes and patterns in recommendations issued. 
Follow-up
Due to its collation of information and analysis, a Mechanism should have oversight of the implementation of recommendations, or lack thereof. It is important, then, for a Mechanism to be equipped with robust powers to follow-up and alert the relevant bodies to escalate its concerns.
The current lack of accountability following state-related deaths is a disservice to bereaved families who go through the investigatory process with the hope that the same thing doesn’t happen to someone else. This is why I believe a National Oversight Mechanism, which would provide better learning, prevention, transparency and accountability for bereaved families following a state-related death, is urgently needed. 
As my MP, I hope you will consider this campaign and use your position in Parliament to raise awareness of it. 
